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Steven mSEm_w said he knew

President Bill Clinton: and Phil

Donahue,-and all he wanted to -
do with his viatical company -

Mutual Benefits Corp. was help
the dying live their Hmmw %Qm
with dignity. :

A federal jury didn’t wm% it.:

The nine-woma, m:.mm marn

panel found Steiner: guilty 6f
counts of.conspiracy
money laundering and obstruc-
tion of justice. He was acquitted
of 38 counts.

In contrast, the jury acquit- |

ted his longtime domestic part-
ner, Henry Fecker 111, of ali 54

counts to the wonderment of " ‘why they acquitted one defendant. :m.o.Bm.%.:.mm m_..m. mo_.m<m,. m. Svﬁm_?

‘Williams said.

prosecutors,

Sieiner, a Zzﬁz& wmmmmﬁ

vice president, will be sentenced
May 8 by U.S. District Judge
Kathleen Williams in Miami but
faces another trial centered on
the alleged $1.1 billion fraud at
Mutual Benefits.

The company bought iife.in-
surance-policies from terminal-

conunit

ly ill people, many with AIDS,
at a discount and then cashed
them in for the full value when
the policy sellers died.

But medical breakihroughs
stymied the business model

- as'people with HIV. and-AIDS
lived longer as s.mm_ﬁsi m-

L ALBERTDIAZ
W m District Judge Kathleen Williams wouldn't let the prosecution ask jurors

H

K wwoém..wmnma& H.mmc_mﬂoww took

over- Mutual Benefits in 2004,
claiming it turned into a Ponzi

scheme when the policy sellers

beat the odds.
Steiner’s co-defendants in the

--second trial are his brother, Joel
‘mﬁmﬁmmw E& mﬁogmw ?&6@

-were accused E
$11'million from Mutual Benefits

Homaﬁosw was full of dra-

ma.“A deflant Steiner broke
down crying on the stand and

“several. times verbally jousted

with Fecker’s attorney, Valentin

Redriguez of West-Palm Beach.

At one point during Steiner’s
testimony, Williams reminded
everyone to behave, saying,
“This is a courtroom.”

Rodriguez portrayed Fecker
almost as a trophy wife, living
off the riches of his spouse with-

-out knowing anything about his.
&%Emmm or E<mm§muﬁ mmowww

rosary beads in hand, noz%mmm
in his attorney’s arms after the
lengthy verdict was read -and
the jury was dismissed.

Steiner - admitted on the

- ~stand forging Fecker’s signature
on a munber of key documents.

Rodriguez said his chient’s le-

. gitimate signature on trial docu-

ments did not show any inten-
tiont to break the law. .
. “Henry was just an innocent
dupe who was told to sign here.
I called it the "sign here, honey,
defense,” Rodriguez said.
Steiner’s - attorney, Joaquin
Mendez, left' the courtroom
without comment,

Assistant . US.  Attorney

- Dwayne Williams told the judge
- the government was “curious”
-about why Fecker was acquit-

ted and wanted to talk to the
jurors privately.

Judge Williams, who is not
related to the prosecutor, briefly
considered the request but said,
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Court sides <<==o=__=m fi rms in tax dispute

Hm member district court, or
a m.%EEm Court appeal.
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The Associated Press

A divided three-judge
panei mamn S&; ab:bm ﬂ.wﬁ&

that ultimately has to-be de-
-cided by a crowd bigger than
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“This is the kind of case

" der the majority’s interpreta-
tion, hotels could set up their

s'sale of guns and ammunitior
E:: the money togo-to mentalhealth:
treatment; under a-bill filed by aTampa
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